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Bullying at Taiwan’s schools: risk factors for bullying

Abstract

Bullying is most commonly defined as a set of aggressive behaviors at school
that usually occurs to specific individuals over an extended period of time.
According to the research of Children Welfare League Foundation (CWLF),
there are 10 percents of Taiwan’s children who have been bullied at least once
a week. Moreover, there are over 60 percents of children experienced bullying
by their classmates, which seems to be a common and serious problem in the
school environment.

Western researchers explored various aspects of risk factors in order to predict
the possibilities of bullying, including school, family and individual factors.
School factors may include student-teacher relationship, peer quality factors,
the bond to school, and academic achievement. Family factors could be
disciplines, child-parent relationship, socioeconomic status of families,
conflicts between family members, and family structures. Individual factors
may include gender, age, temperament of anger, impulsiveness,
aggressiveness and aberration behavior, such as drug abuse, smoking,
alcohol use, direct-violent, as well as indirect-violent experiences. Based on
the risk factor analysis, this study aims to probe the reasons why children in
Taiwan behave as bullies, and whether specific factors would cause bullying by

guantitative questionnaire survey.

The result of this study shows that school and individual factors could increase
more possibilities of bullying than family factors did. Besides, gender and age
differences have been found in this study. Males are more likely to bully than
females, and bullying tends to increase during the secondary school years.
According to these evidences, educators and social workers in Taiwan could
establish policies and procedures to prevent the possibilities of bullying.

Keywords: bullying; risk factors for bullying; quantitative research; elementary
and junior high schools
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